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Frequently Asked Questions 

 Increased demand for regional goods and services during the construction phase. 

 The creation of temporary jobs during the construction phase and a small number of permanent 
positions during the wind farm's operational life. 

 Potential attraction to people visiting the Willatook Wind Farm and surrounding towns. 

 Creation of a Community Fund to support community activities and developments in the nearby 
area.     

Wind turbines convert the free-flowing kinetic energy of the wind into electrical energy which can be fed 
into the electricity grid and used around Australia as with conventional power generators.  
 Firstly the wind blows, making the blades of the turbine 

begin to rotate. 
 The blades are connected to a shaft within the nacelle 

(central box that the blades are attached to). 
 A gearbox is located inside the nacelle. 
 Within the gearbox the rotation speed is increased to a 

point where the generator converts the rotational 
(kinetic) energy to electrical energy by the use of 
magnetic fields similar to those found in normal power 
stations. 

 This electrical energy goes to the transformer which 
converts the electricity into a voltage suitable for the 
national grid. 

 The grid distributes the electricity to users. 

HOW DO WIND TURBINES WORK? 

WHAT ARE THE LOCAL BENEFITS OF THE PROJECT? 

WHAT ARE THE NATIONAL BENEFITS OF THE PROJECT? 

 New energy generation helps to meet Australia’s growing demand for electricity. 

 Increased diversity of energy generation, which increases security of energy supply. 

 Reduces the need for new thermal (gas, coal) generation, hence avoiding emissions that can be 
harmful to the environment and human health. 

 Help to meet the new renewable energy target of 20% renewable generation by 2020. 

 The wind farm would assist Australia in meeting its Kyoto Protocol obligations. 

Predicted view of the proposed Willatook Wind Farm looking ESE from the intersection of the  
Woolsthorpe-Heywood and Hamilton-Port Fairy Roads. 

Source: www.bwea.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WHAT VISUAL IMPACT WOULD THE WIND FARM HAVE? 

WHAT EFFECT WOULD THE PROJECT HAVE ON NATIVE FLORA 
AND FAUNA? 

WOULD THE ENERGY BE USED IN THE LOCAL AREA? 

The flow of energy through Australia’s electricity system is complex.  Energy will 
generally flow to areas of nearest demand.  The entire state of Victoria is experiencing 
increased demand for electricity generation, through industrial, domestic and 
agricultural use and the Warrnambool/Hamilton area is no exception.  The clean, 
renewable energy generated by the proposed Willatook Wind Farm would help to 
meet these growing demands. 

The wind farm would be visible from various locations around the district.  However, the view of the turbines 
would be screened to varying degrees by intervening topography, vegetation and buildings.  In most cases the 
wind farm would not be a prominent feature of the landscape but a distant feature on the horizon.  A 
landscape and visual amenity study will be undertaken as part of the planning process which will take local 
landscape values into account. 

WOULD THE WIND FARM AFFECT TV/RADIO RECEPTION? 

As part of the requirements for obtaining planning consent, a detailed study of TV and 
radio communications in the area has been undertaken to investigate the likelihood 
and extent of any possible impacts.  Consultation is underway with the main 
broadcasters and transmitters in the area to ensure the Willatook Wind Farm has no 
adverse impact on reception or direct links.  In the unlikely event that interference 
occurs, Wind Prospect WA Pty Ltd would remedy any problems.  There are a number 
of technical fixes that can be applied to restore any signal degradation or loss. 

The construction and operation of a wind farm has the potential to affect the ecology 
of the site.  A comprehensive biodiversity assessment of the site has focused on flora, 
fauna (including birds, reptiles, and invertebrates), habitats and waterways.  We will 
be reporting the results of this assessment to the community via newsletters, the 
project website and open days and seeking community comment.  Our approach is to 
follow the Net Gain procedure to avoid impact where possible, mitigate appropriately, 
and offset losses where impact cannot be avoided. 

WHERE WOULD THE WIND FARM CONNECT INTO THE 
TRANSMISSION GRID? 

A wind farm of this size would need to connect into the national transmission system 
rather than the local distribution network.  The closest transmission infrastructure to 
the proposed Willatook Wind Farm is the main 500kV power line running through the 
locality of Willatook to Heywood.  Other generation infrastructure are being proposed 
in the area by other proponents and Wind Prospect WA will be engaging with these 
other proponents to consider the most efficient and lowest impact connection 
options. 



The planning process is outlined in the flow diagram below.  A feasibility analysis that assesses potential 
impacts and opportunities to mitigate any impacts is underway.  A referral as to whether an Environmental 
Effects Statement (EES) is required will be submitted to the Minister for Planning who will determine whether 
an EES is required or whether a standard permit application process is followed.  An EPBC referral will also be 
prepared and assessed by the Commonwealth Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts.  
Both possible planning processes involve the completion of numerous feasibility investigations, discussion 
with appropriate stakeholders and consultation with the local community. 

 
 
 

WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR OBTAINING PLANNING APPROVAL? 

(From ‘State Government of Victoria, Policy and planning guidelines for development of wind energy 
facilities in Victoria, Revised September 2009 .) 



HOW TO CONTACT US  

HOW CAN I HAVE MY SAY? 

ARE MORE WIND FARMS PROPOSED FOR VICTORIA? 

Wind Prospect WA Pty Ltd 
PO Box 110 

Suite 10, 19-35 Gertrude Street 
Fitzroy 3065 

Victoria, Australia 
Phone: 03 9005 9075   Fax: 08 8384 7722 
Email: melbourne@windprospect.com.au 

www.windprospect.com.au    www.willatookwindfarm.com.au 

Australia  •  United Kingdom  •  Ireland  •  China and Hong Kong  •  Canada  •  France  •  USA 

Undoubtedly, but a question that we cannot clearly answer.  There are a number of players in the wind 
energy industry and it is common that projects are kept confidential during the preliminary planning stages.   
Wind Prospect WA Pty Ltd are certainly exploring a number of potential sites for development into wind 
farms.  A whole range of constraints such as proximity to housing and ecologically significant areas, suitable 
topography, site accessibility and grid connection all mean that there are limited opportunities for 
development.  

 

 

 The Warrnambool/Hamilton area 
has some of the best wind 
resource in the country. 

 There are over 100,000 wind 
turbines operating worldwide, 
supplying over 35 million people 
with electricity. 

 Onshore wind energy is the 
lowest cost form of renewable 
electricity generation. 

 Australia has implemented a 
target of 20% renewable energy 
generation by 2020. 

 Wind farm construction activities 
bring a welcome financial 
injection into the local economy 
through contracts and demand 
for services. 

 The presence of a wind farm 
provides educational 
opportunities for local schools. 

 

DID YOU KNOW……. We are very interested to hear what people think of the 
proposed Willatook Wind Farm.  Feedback allows us to 
identify potential design improvements as well as 
community concerns and informs our decision-making 
process during project development.  
 
Opinion surveys will be distributed at open days, whilst 
surveys can be completed online at any time on the project 
website.  Alternatively, Wind Prospect staff in Melbourne 
can be contacted in relation to this project using the 
contact details provided below. 
 
Once a planning application is submitted, the application 
will be publicly notified and any member of the public will 
be able to provide a written submission to the Victorian 
Department of Planning and Community Development.  The 
submissions are taken into account in the decision making 
process. 

Hallett Wind Farm, South Australia 


